CHAPTER IX
DEVELOPMENT  DURING  THE   LATER
PRESCHOOL PERIOD
The child from two to six appears to play all day long.
Yet his play may involve relatively more attention, skill,
knowledge, and ingenuity than the work in which his father
and mother engage. It is for him far more instructive.
During these four years the child leaves the helplessness
of infancy far behind. He acquires the motor skills and
co-ordination, the oral speech, and the social and emotional
patterns that enable him, at the end of the preschool period,
to hold his own in the relatively nonprotective environment
of the elementary school.
The same questions that were asked with reference to
the development of children in the earlier years are relevant
to the later preschool period: What range of increase in
height and weight may be expected during these years?
What progress in motor development is made? What mental
development takes place? Along what lines does the child's
speech develop during these years? What are his relation-
ships to other persons? What modification of early social
and emotional patterns may be expected?
To answer these questions is a difficult task because of the
increasing complexity of development. Some of the indi-
vidual differences present in early infancy are reduced by
training and by the demands of the surrounding culture.
Other individual differences are accentuated, making the
child a unique personality.
In order to understand the development of an individual
child it is necessary to know his original endowment and his
environment. Environment includes the reactions of parents
and other persons to the child, his home and neighborhood
conditions, his toys and daily schedule. One child, Thomas,.
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